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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

City of Brampton strengthens business resilience through $5.2 million 
federal investment to support growth, innovation and competitiveness 

Creation of two new programs will help local businesses diversify markets, strengthen supply chains 
and adopt artificial intelligence 

 
BRAMPTON, ON (June 24, 2026) – On June 23, the City of Brampton welcomed a combined 
investment of $5.2 million from the Government of Canada through the Federal Economic Development 
Agency for Southern Ontario (FedDev Ontario), to support local businesses in strengthening resilience, 
improving competitiveness and pursuing new opportunities for growth. 
 

 
Representatives from the Government of Canada, the City of Brampton, Invest Brampton and BHive Innovation 

and Training Hub gathered to announce $5.2 million in federal funding to support business growth and AI 
adoption in Brampton. Credt: City of Brampton 

 
The funding, provided through FedDev Ontario will support two new City-led initiatives designed to help 
businesses navigate global trade challenges, adopt new technologies and expand into new markets. 
 
The announcement was made by Amandeep Sodhi, Member of Parliament for Brampton Centre, on 
behalf of The Honourable Evan Solomon, Minister of Artificial Intelligence and Digital Innovation and 
Minister responsible for FedDev Ontario, bringing together Mayor Patrick Brown, Members of Council, 
federal representatives and more than 20 local businesses and organizations to mark this significant 
federal investment. 
 
 

https://feddev-ontario.canada.ca/en
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Helping businesses diversify and strengthen supply chains 
Through a $2.5 million investment under the Regional Tariff Response Initiative (RTRI), the City will 
launch the Brampton Business Growth Accelerator, led by Invest Brampton.  
 
The program will: 

• Provide tailored advisory support, market intelligence and business development services to 
help businesses identify new market opportunities. 

• Support local companies in developing new product lines and accessing opportunities in 
emerging sectors such as aerospace, defence and advanced manufacturing, where Brampton’s 
strong industrial base and growing presence in defence and space innovation position local 
businesses for growth. 

• Enhance business readiness for procurement and other opportunities.  

• Strengthen supply chain networks by connecting Brampton businesses with anchor firms and 
innovation partners. 

• Promote the adoption of new technologies to improve competitiveness and efficiency. 

• Accelerate the growth of small businesses through advisory services and market expansion 
support. 

 
Accelerating AI adoption to boost productivity and competitiveness 
Through a $2.7 million investment under the Regional Artificial Intelligence Initiative, the City of 

Brampton will partner with the BHive Innovation & Training Hub to deliver the BNext AI Program.  

 
The initiative will support Brampton’s businesses, including those embedded in regional supply chains, 
newcomer-led businesses and companies seeking to strengthen operations through AI adoption. 
Through workshops, one-on-one mentorship, implementation sprints and showcase opportunities, the 
program will help businesses in sectors such as advanced manufacturing, life sciences, logistics and 
mobility assess their AI readiness, implement practical AI tools and improve productivity, innovation and 
competitiveness. 
 
Businesses looking to strengthen operations, explore new markets and access growth opportunities 
can continue to connect with Invest Brampton for advisory support, resources and programs designed 
to help them succeed in a changing global economy. Learn more at investbrampton.ca. 
 
Quotes 
“Brampton is one of Canada’s strongest and fastest-growing economic engines, and ensuring our 
businesses have the tools they need to compete globally is essential to our continued success. We 
thank the Government of Canada for this significant investment, which will help local companies 
strengthen resilience, adopt new technologies and pursue new opportunities for growth. By supporting 
innovation and AI adoption, we are helping position Brampton businesses for long-term success and 
creating good jobs for residents.” 

- Patrick Brown, Mayor, City of Brampton 
 
“The Government of Canada is helping businesses stay competitive and resilient in a rapidly changing 
economy. These investments will give Brampton companies the support they need to strengthen their 
operations, adopt new technologies like AI, and pursue new opportunities for growth and good jobs.” 

- The Honourable Evan Solomon, Minister of Artificial Intelligence and Digital Innovation and 
Minister responsible for the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario 

 

https://feddev-ontario.canada.ca/en/funding-southern-ontario/regional-tariff-response-initiative-southern-ontario
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffeddev-ontario.canada.ca%2Fen%2Ffunding-southern-ontario%2Fregional-artificial-intelligence-initiative-southern-ontario&data=05%7C02%7CSevdia.Rama%40brampton.ca%7Cf50350ae6a7d4fe9fe9008ded176e63f%7Cb209e2b2a1f744ea94c53c09c252e151%7C0%7C0%7C639178505784502982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GgE1ZIvdrQEkxxmX3Yt7iwoH62AahQLModjXgAACASY%3D&reserved=0
https://investbrampton.ca/
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“This investment is helping Brampton’s businesses adapt, grow and compete in today’s changing 
economy. By supporting businesses with expert advice and accelerating the adoption of AI, we’re 
strengthening our local economy and opening new opportunities for innovation and growth right here in 
our community.” 

- Amandeep Sodhi, Member of Parliament for Brampton Centre 
 
“This investment comes at an important time for Brampton’s business community. As industries evolve 
and global markets shift, our local businesses need the right support to adapt, innovate and grow. We 
thank the Government of Canada and FedDev Ontario for this investment, which will help strengthen 
Brampton’s economic foundation and position our business community to lead in emerging industries.” 

- Gurpartap Singh Toor, Regional Councillor, Wards 9 & 10; Chair, Economic Development, City 
of Brampton 

 
“We thank the Government of Canada and FedDev Ontario for recognizing Brampton’s potential and 
investing in the future of our local economy. Through the Brampton Business Growth Accelerator and 
AI Onboard Program, businesses will have greater access to the tools, expertise and supports they 
need to strengthen supply chains, adopt new technologies and compete globally.” 

- Rowena Santos, Regional Councillor, Wards 1 & 5; Vice-Chair, Economic Development, City of 
Brampton 

 
“This investment helps bridge local businesses to new opportunities by connecting them to advisory 
support, procurement pathways, supply chains and emerging technologies. Through the Brampton 
Business Growth Accelerator and AI Onboard Program, we are creating practical pathways for 
businesses to strengthen resilience, improve productivity and build the capacity needed to compete and 
grow in both domestic and global markets.” 

- Denise McClure, Director, Economic Development, City of Brampton 
 
“BHive is proud to support the Government of Canada's national AI strategy by bringing practical AI 
adoption directly to Brampton's small and medium-sized businesses. Through the BNext AI Program, 
we will work hands-on with local companies to strengthen productivity and enhance the 
competitiveness for our economy."  

- Vikram Khurana, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of BHive Innovation and Training Hub 
 

-30- 
 
As one of the fastest-growing cities in Canada, Brampton is home to 800,000 people and more than 124,000 
businesses. People are at the heart of everything we do. We are energized by our diverse communities, we attract 
investment and we are embarking on a journey to lead technological and environmental innovation. We partner for progress to 
build a healthy city that is safe, sustainable and successful. Connect with us on X, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram. Learn 
more at brampton.ca. 
 
About the City of Brampton’s Economic Development Office 
The City of Brampton’s Economic Development Office connects entrepreneurs, investors and global business leaders with the 
tools, insights and opportunities they need to grow. Learn about our programs, events and resources at investbrampton.ca. 
Connect with Invest Brampton on LinkedIn, Instagram, X and Facebook. 
 
About FedDev Ontario 
Since 2009, the Government of Canada, through FedDev Ontario, has worked to advance and diversify the southern Ontario 
economy through funding opportunities and business services that support innovation, growth and job creation in Canada’s 
most populous region. The Agency has delivered impressive results, which can be seen in southern Ontario businesses that 
are creating innovative technologies, improving productivity, growing revenues, creating jobs, and in the economic 

http://www.x.com/CityBrampton
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQxXB8p-2BgDlCFynkC5S4KHedNIRUusrk7ItMvRR7LMYFtwHQ2MSPDI0-2BYb1ard1-2FJx1PlC6PzjWcb5BgFrqGOvEzVl7Lo-2BSv9txPmV0I2w2SYkTTCDzWZw8VYJNljISN5Ol3eNBgWnBf02VR1oEmGX2fucHHHoa-2F0WcmlQLdG-2Fe7dAN5v-2FbaRTzX6pfWf1nK3DKtmK9piz5HyPGjtUPZSfJE62dqdxEjZlEJ7DBD1S8tZxwafOuDPBuSiNZCGHLojtVSWCDRqPuPr2oFD5dpxoLBsVhjUwtjMAHh20U1wmrBHFtfta9YZ-2BjbNKNptZt1U8Ej3tuHB5Z1D4g4uapgR6V2FTLhkvwxZ4Oq1mQVcH5Z6Pjaz41VzA08HLl9eGc-2FKdeu4mY3RujQ388l1f6e6IQ-3DLwu__isQBNXjnG0buseHYy-2BpyHzX5bi7rnmBp6xUK225PrdOS0hBAXvRtY-2BxcPYLcdWGg9ecBjVERlSb7nLIcdCsFBdcEvF-2F1TFnncc-2Fc0cAxVWnMvczsdKiUgrzZzz6vRScjk5-2FkjvpV12mLcw31VpuTHV0rDx8WFzxk7L2dHAV-2FxjULhbfEt7Jo5mAd1OBrAov3H76qjt0MtfP5rOYvGSE3zFPg45b21Xw-2B7kVpkwig-2BqWJ6bs4o-2FSgc-2FOsPGra0OZvxvAr2U9svgCzutJGt5YJIakoYZULZrDDgN1cDOb4-2BAmoqdfzol4zxnSOosF6L7pLCJr3mDPOW9IaMJhxsB9UwAwLykrYc1StRm0t9sKr4qc-3D&data=05%7C01%7Ctony.maxwell%40brampton.ca%7Cbf3ee06806ac4c8ee9c008dad2e33c9a%7Cb209e2b2a1f744ea94c53c09c252e151%7C0%7C0%7C638054170657057079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hzrEhPil0ISP897aKdwMFqew4SSToKD38AEoV%2FHt2xI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cityofbrampton
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQxXB8p-2BgDlCFynkC5S4KHedNIRUusrk7ItMvRR7LMYFtwHQ2MSPDI0-2BYb1ard1-2FJ-2F3rc01VUnknBMx-2BbhuTlisaFVPa1P3dRr9mqKSw1iozTkYC-2BEp8KSVxxnE-2BUbUWqN7fB0IFuyrm-2FpX7msHMMtDi6auVmzCzRa7tJX0kwtBc7tZvyo35ltf-2BuSwaYmUrWzEhNA2AHawaH2UtXPjqaKJcPCvCMuDVQuWNAJRbmqu6AeaHHbh9V2kylaN8Bqs7ZRtJ-2B9BXr-2Bq40SiqAznoiWpE4WVCpFiRGdP-2FmdsIFZBx6u-2BZsvwCheM1QMhn45fVr-2FcsKCUlJtpNtO0SRskg7-2BUkDpgZw-2BMkAEzUsD0bL2CsIV32KE7fqOpk1uPn7nIhohK19ceN41icKzcbGAjEM5zVbwXruGrPZpW0zP3zsFFryym4_isQBNXjnG0buseHYy-2BpyHzX5bi7rnmBp6xUK225PrdOS0hBAXvRtY-2BxcPYLcdWGg9ecBjVERlSb7nLIcdCsFBdcEvF-2F1TFnncc-2Fc0cAxVWnMvczsdKiUgrzZzz6vRScjk5-2FkjvpV12mLcw31VpuTHV0rDx8WFzxk7L2dHAV-2FxjULhbfEt7Jo5mAd1OBrAov3H76qjt0MtfP5rOYvGSE3zNQjk18GyTirceWUSAax3AcKitAbmt-2B48UEY3a76psWo8-2FjvHl6cg73zlNqZJHAXYb2klWKk7vaCG2XGFyF8i5QZM8VMEgP-2FzjpMnsXrOHI3-2BTYTQE-2BRu4qMIT7YybQqW9PgD4GpMWJ9ktBm5DsxbxA-3D&data=05%7C01%7Ctony.maxwell%40brampton.ca%7Cbf3ee06806ac4c8ee9c008dad2e33c9a%7Cb209e2b2a1f744ea94c53c09c252e151%7C0%7C0%7C638054170657057079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gT3Ye68ghA2iVyFrcY4UxD5%2FkifagdxBWlAUKwGLWi0%3D&reserved=0
https://investbrampton.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brampton-economic-development/
https://www.instagram.com/investbrampton/
https://x.com/invest_brampton
https://www.facebook.com/bramptonecodev
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffeddev-ontario.canada.ca%2Fen&data=05%7C02%7Cvisibility-visibilite%40feddevontario.gc.ca%7Ca319c4da783344668d7c08deb112ef8c%7Cb72ac62f06d54cd5824eee92319a4676%7C0%7C0%7C639142892060720843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ay45Ak32fDClyKmWoXYySivhb4cENNnyzwTBjfONIO4%3D&reserved=0
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advancement of communities across the region. Learn more about the impact the Agency is having in southern Ontario by 
exploring our impact stories, our Southern Ontario Spotlight, and FedDev Ontario’s X, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn 
accounts. 
 
MEDIA CONTACT 
City of Brampton Media Relations 
MediaRelations@Brampton.ca 
 
Peter Wall  
Director of Communications  
Office of the Minister of Artificial Intelligence, Digital Innovation and Minister responsible for the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario  
Peter.Wall@ised-isde.gc.ca 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffeddev-ontario.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fsuccesses&data=05%7C02%7Cvisibility-visibilite%40feddevontario.gc.ca%7Ca319c4da783344668d7c08deb112ef8c%7Cb72ac62f06d54cd5824eee92319a4676%7C0%7C0%7C639142892060771843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qIIQdMLKFLAtnvW1rTeaZzxYUzUUMYX5WqpTfU7QlXQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffeddev-ontario.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fsouthern-ontario-spotlight%3FOpenDocument&data=05%7C02%7Cvisibility-visibilite%40feddevontario.gc.ca%7Ca319c4da783344668d7c08deb112ef8c%7Cb72ac62f06d54cd5824eee92319a4676%7C0%7C0%7C639142892060822293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=atJv38SvrcRLXonIFiAp6S0WtOj7YSgmi%2B0nQKPLT1s%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2FFedDevOntario&data=05%7C02%7Cvisibility-visibilite%40feddevontario.gc.ca%7Ca319c4da783344668d7c08deb112ef8c%7Cb72ac62f06d54cd5824eee92319a4676%7C0%7C0%7C639142892060874391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EpDEFLz8IUyBHM1FpOihIErxtJ1OznDuLpNLOvqpXo8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFedDevOntario%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cvisibility-visibilite%40feddevontario.gc.ca%7Ca319c4da783344668d7c08deb112ef8c%7Cb72ac62f06d54cd5824eee92319a4676%7C0%7C0%7C639142892060937180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lWoBzD1GeRZaHkGfF6AwHCioaGRLzGDdEgssAa%2BGdLU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2FFedDevOntario&data=05%7C02%7Cvisibility-visibilite%40feddevontario.gc.ca%7Ca319c4da783344668d7c08deb112ef8c%7Cb72ac62f06d54cd5824eee92319a4676%7C0%7C0%7C639142892061000978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zW9LlSNSjSc3i2TqikZUcAVcptIfaRVItTRNw3OiWwE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Ffederal-economic-development-agency-for-southern-ontario&data=05%7C02%7Cvisibility-visibilite%40feddevontario.gc.ca%7Ca319c4da783344668d7c08deb112ef8c%7Cb72ac62f06d54cd5824eee92319a4676%7C0%7C0%7C639142892061062517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hSUmUblM5KJ%2FrCQ%2FfMgocJaE7AwD%2BxKZYmomyVdbYFo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mediarelations@brampton.ca

